
 “Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly decided;  

not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7) 
 

Holy Ghost Church, McKees Rocks 
 

 

 

Regular Offering ($1,823) YP ($2)  ....................................... $1,825.00 

Holy Days ….…………………………...………....…......……  123.00 

Votive Candles ...........................................................................  111.80 
                     ___________ 

  

         $2,059.80 

Holy Ghost Church, Northside 

Regular Offering ....................................................................... $574.55 

Holy Days ………………………………………..…..…..…….   25.00 

Special Donation (In mem of + Sotak Family by Jane Sotak) …....    60.00 

Votive Candles  ...........................................................................   59.00 
  ________________ 

 $718.55 

Church Attendance Last Week 
Sat., (MR) 4:00 p.m. (63) 

Sun., (MR) 9:00 a.m. (150); (NS) 11:00 a.m. (29) 
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HOLY GHOST BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
      225 OLIVIA STREET                            McKEES ROCKS, PA  15136 
1437 SUPERIOR AVENUE            PITTSBURGH, PA  15212 

THE 19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 25, 2016 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2015-2016 Extra-Ordinary Jubilee – THE YEAR OF MERCY 
Catholics of the Ruthenian – Byzantine Rite in full communion with the Pope of Rome 

 

The Very Reverend Father Frank A. Firko, Pastor 
The Reverend Deacon Michael Meaders (NS) 

Rectory: (412) 771-3324; Church Fax: (412) 331-1870  
MR School Hall: (412) 331-5155; NS Social Center (412) 231-9366 

Web-site: www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org – E-Mail: ffaf334@verizon.net 

SUNDAY RADIO (9:00 am WEDO 810 AM) & INTERNET DIVINE LITURGY  
All Liturgical Services LIVE on UStream: www.UStream.tv/channel/holy-ghost-church 

 
 
 
 

 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation: Sat (MR): 3:15 to 3:40 pm & Sun (MR) 8:15 to 8:40 am.; (NS) 10:30 am 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation: Contact Church Office for Baptism, Chrismation and Eucharist. 
Holy Mysteries of Anointing: Ask especially prior to surgery or any other time. 
Holy Mystery of Matrimony: Contact pastor one year in advance; Pre-Cana Classes required. 
Sponsor of Christian Initiation: Godparents must be practicing Catholics. 
Religious Education Classes: (MR) Coordinator: Steve Puluka (412) 897- 4650. 
GCU Lodge 390: (MR) Contact Margaret Beluinas (412) 331-3577 for membership requirements. 
Slavjane Folk Ensemble:  (MR) Membership requirements contact Dean Poloka (412) 877-9351. 

Carpatho-Rusyn Radio Broadcast: Every Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. WPIT 730 AM. 
Social Hall Rental: (MR) Contact Church Office.  
New & Returning Parishioners: Welcome! Please register by phoning the Church Office.  
Remember the Church in Your Will: Please be so kind as to remember the Church in your 
last will and testament.  This helps to secure its future & a Byzantine Catholic witness to all! 

Sunday Divine Liturgies 
Saturday (MR) 4:00 pm 

Sunday (MR) 9: 00 am 
Holy Ghost (NS) 11:00 a.m.  

Holy Day Divine Liturgies 
 w/Great Vespers (Oblig)  

(MR): 7:00 pm 
 Holy Day (MR) 9:00 am; (NS) 6:00 pm 

Daily Divine Liturgy 

M-F (MR) 8:00 am 

Sat. (NS) 9:00 am. 

 

PETTIT & SPONTAK, LLC 

 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

     ww.pettitspontak.com 

 US Steel Tower,  
Pittsburgh 

ecs@pettitspontak.com 

412.246.0111 

 
 

 
Lodge 390 offers Insurance and 
Annuity Benefits greater than 

most financial institutions.  Info 

call Marge (412) 331-3577 
 

THRIFTY DRY 
CLEANERS 

Sunny Tailoring 
 

Dry Cleaning/Laundry 
Services/ Alterations/Repairs 

 

Gregory Stilwell &  
Sunny Van Horn 

 

429 Broadway Ave. 
McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

(412) 771-3311 

Valerian F. Szal 
                        238 Helen St., 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

                Phone: (412) 
331-9713 

                 Fax: (412) 331-6688 

              Michael P. Ferrell,                       
Supervisor, CFSP 

Our Family Still Serving Yours Since 1953 

DESIGNS BY NANCY 
235 McCartney Drive,  
Moon Township 15108 
Phone: (412) 262-9141 

Nancde@aol.com 
 

Nancy C. Debranski 
 

Sewing, Alternations, Custom 
Embroidery and Unique Gifts 

 

http://www.stmichaelbyz.org/
mailto:ffaf334@verizon.net


 

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH 
 

 When the Most High descended and confused tongues, He scattered the people; but 
when He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all men to unity. Therefore, with one voice, 
let us glorify the Most Holy Spirit (Matins of Pentecost Sunday).  

 

 

September 25, 2016            Seasonal Greeting    Volume VI, Number 39 

  Glory to Jesus Christ! — Glory Forever!  
 Slava Isusu Christu!! — Slava Na Viki!  

    Liturgical Services for the Week 
 

Date                                 Time                                 Intention                                                   Requested  By              

19th Sunday after Pentecost  
SUN., Sept 25   9:00 a.m. (MR)  + Anna + Anthony Zanis Marge & James Lautenschlager 

   + Patricia Stanko 

  11:00 a.m. (NS)  For the Parishioners of Both Parishes 
 

 The Passing of the Holy Apostle & Evangelist John 

Mon, Sept 26 8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Alexander F. Perschy  Son: Kurt 

  (7th ann of passing 9/24)   
 

 

Tue, Sept 27 8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Margaret “Peg” Krulac   Cathy & Jack Securda    

 
Wed, Sept 28      8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Mary Formoso (birthday 9/15)   Husband: Vincent 

   

Thrs, Sept 29 8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Ann Kritz  (birthday) Dgtr: Carol & John Schaner   
 

REQUIRED SIMPLE ABSTINENCE (no meat) or Equivalent Penance (your choice) in remembrance of 
Our Lord’s Crucifixion and Death upon the Precious Cross 

Fri, Sept 30 8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Michael Rosko (3rd ann of passing) Terri & Monica 

   
***************************************************************************************************** 

Great Vespers & Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos 

  6:00 p.m. (NS)   + John Holesh (12th ann of passing 9/27)    M/M Stephen Lipchak 

The Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos 
Patroness of the Metropolitan Providence ñ Solemn Holy Day ñ Mirovanije 

SAT., OCT 1         9:00 a.m. (MR)    For the Parishioners of Both Parishes                
************************************************************************************************* 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

  4:00 p.m. (MR)  + Mike T. Sotak (26th ann of passing 9/23)     Wife: Millie & Children 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
SUN., Oct 2   9:00 a.m. (MR)  For the Parishioners of Both Parishes 
  11:00 a.m. (NS)  + John Spontak (13th ann of passing)   Son: Robert & Joyce 

 
 

General Ann ouncements  
All Birthdays will be published in SOT each week so that prayers may be offered on 
these special occasions.  Please advise the Church office if your special day does not 
appear or if you wish your name and date not be published. 
 

Note: Capitalized Names designate North Side parishioners 

Birthdays: Sept 25 – CINDY MEADERS, JOYCE SMIECHOWSKI; Sept 26 – 
Nicholas Fejka, Daniel Zoldos; Sept 28 – Agnes Rosko, Millie Sotak; Sept 29 – Irene 
Bednar, Kayla Marks; Oct 1 – Nanine Cifrulak, Frank Grzywinski, Steven Krempasky, 
KIMBERLY VALERIANO. 
 
 

Pray For the Ill, Infirm & Shut-ins of Our Parishes 
HOME: Margaret Beluinas, Irene Bordas, MARY ANN CONTI, Mary 

Culan, Ilona Goyda, Beverly Harsh, MARTHA LUCAS, OLGA 

MANFREDO, Debra Palahunik, Elizabeth Petruna, MARLENE PFEIFFER, 

Agnes Rosko, MARY SAHAYDA, GERARD SLAGLE, ANNA TOTH, 

EVELYN VENTO, JOHN VEREB, Claudia Verner, Julia Wovchko. 
 
 

MAPLEWOOD PC HOME (461 Maplewood Ave. Ambridge, PA  15003): Susan Dragosh, 

Doris Naughton, Linda Reiger. 

MASONIC VILLAGE (1000 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA 15143): Helen M. Kriska, 

Marjorie Preganz. 
MARIAN MANOR (2695 Winchester Dr., Pgh, 15220): MICHAEL BARBUSH, Irene Bednar. 

CHIPPEWA PLACE (7005 Stadium Dr., Apt 427, Brecksville, OH 44141): Stephen Katrenich. 

VALENCIA WOODS OF ST. BARNABAS (85 Charity Place, Valencia, PA 16059): Eleanor Kapko. 

OHIO VALLEY HOSPITAL (25 Heckel Road, McKees Rocks, PA  15136): Andrew Drukalsky. 
 

 

Public questions on Catholic spirituality, moral & spiritual problems 

Q. What difference does it make whether our Lady was always a virgin? Why 
does it matter whether she was or not (aside from the fact that the Church 
chose to define this)? A. Catholic Answers Apologist: Besides the fact that the 
Church has taught that Mary was always a virgin from its earliest days before 
the New Testament was even written, it continues to do so today because of 
what this fact says about Jesus. From the cross Jesus shared his Mother 
with us all. But her womb was a tabernacle for him alone. We wouldn’t think 
of using the tabernacles in our churches to house anything but the Eucharist 
because it is the sacred body of Christ; so too with Mary’s womb. It’s all 
about who Jesus is. Mary is special because of how much more he is 
special. She is all about him! 
 

 

This Week’s Sanctuary Lamps 
Continue to burn before the real presence of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus Christ 

 September 25 — October 1, 2016 
      (MR): In memory of Mildred & Michael Tomchak 

offered by Grandson: Mikey Tomchak 

(NS): In memory of William Wittmer 
(MR) NONE AVAILABLE 201 offered by Sister-in-law: Joan Senchyshyn (NS) NONE AVAILABLE  2016 

 

 



McKees Rocks Announcements  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS COMMISSIONED LAST WEEK — Our 2016-2017 
Eastern Christian Formation (ECF) Program is now officially underway.  Follow last Sunday 

morning’s Divine Liturgy10 participating teachers/youth group 
coordinators received a blessing from Fr. Firko.  Thus far is 
the breakdown: PRE-K: Kimberly Ruud with 5 students; 1ST 
GRADE: Mary Elizabeth Kacsur with 3 students; 2ND GRADE: 
Lori Rippole with 2 students; 3RD, 4TH & 5TH GRADES: Peggi 

Lucas with 7 students; 6TH, 7TH & 8TH GRADES: Christopher Singel with 4 students; 
HS/YOUTH GROUP: Maria Iyengar with 4 students; Additional Youth Group Coordinators: 
Stephanie Herron & Anita Iyengar.  A reserve substitute: Ed Connor.  That is a total of 10 
adult teachers and Youth Group Coordinators, and 25 students.  Our parish is blessed to 
have participating individuals in this year’s Religious Education Program.  Our Gratitude is 
extended to all; may God grant them many happy, and blessed years as they learn their Faith 
and develop a deep and profound relationship with Jesus Christ! 
 

SLAVJANE COMMENCES A NEW YEAR — The Slavjane Rusyn Folk Ensemble began their 
official 2016-2017 dance year, by leading and 
participating in the Divine Liturgy last Saturday 
Afternoon, Sept. 17th.  This special group continues 
to keep alive the Cultural dimension of the Rusyn 
faithful who were also among the founders and 
benefactors of Holy Ghost Church that immigrated to 
the United States beginning in the 1880’s.  We are 
blessed that they are stationed at our Church for 
many decades under the original spiritual guidance 
of the late + Bishop John M. Bilock.  They are always 
looking for additional young members to learn a 
deeper cultural expression of the Byzantine Catholic Church.  You may phone Dean Poloka 
for additional information (4120 877-9351.  God grant them many happy and blessed years! 
 

GROUNDS CLEANUP SLATED FORTHCOMING — SAVE THE DATE — The weeds and 
bushes surrounding our Holy Ghost Church really need attention.  We can’t do it without your 

cooperation! We surely need your help on Saturday, October 8, 2016 from 
10:00 a.m. to noon. To keep our grounds tidied encourages our neighbors to 
have civic pride and demonstrates that we care for God’s Church and the 
important gift it is to the community.  Again, please circle this date on your 

calendar to assist us!  We need you!!! If you have any relatives needing extra credit for a 
scouting project or for school, our pastor will be happy to sign a form for them. 
 

Northside Announcements  
GROUNDS CLEANUP SLATED FORTHCOMING — SAVE THE DATE — The weeds and 
bushes surrounding our Holy Ghost Church really need attention.  We can’t 
do it without your cooperation!  We surely need your help on Saturday, 
October 15, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to noon. To keep our grounds tidied 
encourages our neighbors to have civic pride and demonstrates that we care 
for God’s Church and the important gift it is to the community.  Again, please 
circle this date on your calendar to assist us!  We need you!!! If you have any 
relatives needing extra credit for a scouting project or for school, our pastor will be happy to 
sign a form for them. 

 

A Meditation on Today’s Gospel 
 

TODAY’S GOSPEL — Luke 5:1-11 
 

YOU MUST OBEY GOD EVEN IF IT DOESNôT MAKE SENSE TO YOU 
  

For Peter, doing things his own way had 
failed him, so He gave God’s way a try, even 
though it didn’t make any sense to him at the 
time. Maybe doing things you own way has left 
you empty, and it’s time for you to give God’s way 
a try. Maybe your own knowledge and your own 
skills have failed you and you need God’s power, 
God’s knowledge, and God’s skill. You need to 
do things God’s way. Maybe it’s time for you 
today to obey God, and try things His way, even if you don’t understand where, why, 
or how it’s all going to work out. It might mean you have to change the way you raise 
your kids. It might mean to have to get back into your Bible and pray. It might mean 
you have to change your career. It might mean you have to surrender your life to 
service in God’s kingdom. It might mean for you to quit fighting and run to the cross of 
Jesus Christ for forgiveness and redemption and a brand new start to life.  
 

Feast of the Protection of the Theotokos 
          This Saturday, Oct. 1, we will be celebrating the feast day celebrates the appearance 
of the Mother of God at Blachernae (Vlaherna) in the tenth century. At the end of St. Andrew 

also known as a “fool for Christ,” along with his disciple St. 
Epiphanius, and a group of people, saw the Mother of God, St. 
John the Baptist, and several other saints and angels during a 
vigil in the Church of Blachernae, nearby the city gates. The 
Blachernae Palace church was where several of her relics were 
kept. The relics were her robe, veil, and part of her belt that had 
been transferred from Palestine during the fifth century. The 
Theotokos approached the center of the church, knelt down 
and remained in prayer for a long time. Her face was drowned 
in tears. Then she took her veil off and spread it over the 
people as a sign of protection. During the time, the people in 
the city were threatened by a barbarian invasion. After the 

appearance of the Mother of God, the danger was averted and the city was spared from 
bloodshed and suffering. The Protection is commemorated most fervently in Slavic churches, 
probably because St. Andrew was a Slav. The first celebration of the Theotokos's Protection 
in the Eastern Slavic Churches dates back from the 12th century and today is celebrated 
throughout the Byzantine Catholic Church. The feast day commemorating the miracle is 
celebrated with an All-Night Vigil, with many of the same elements as occur on Great Feasts 
of the Theotokos. However, this feast has no post-festive. This feast is of particular 
importance for the Metropolitan Province of Pittsburgh because 42 years ago, 
Metropolitan Archbishop Stephen J. Kocisko along with the bishops of Passaic and 
Parma consecrated the entire province to her heavenly protection in October 1974 at 

the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Mother_of_God
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Andrew_the_Fool-for-Christ
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Disciple
http://orthodoxwiki.org/John_the_Baptist
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Saints
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Angels
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Relics
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Prayer
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Church_of_Russia
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Miracle
http://orthodoxwiki.org/All-Night_Vigil
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Great_Feast


 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events  
September 25 ..… Mini Pilgrimage III – Year of Mercy to St. Anthony Shrine, Troy Hill, PGH @ 2:00 p.m. 
September 30 … Vigil Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Protection of the Theotokos – (NS) @ 6:00 p.m. 

October 1………………………...…… Feast of the Protection of Mother of God – (MR) 9:00 am 
October 2-6  .… Annual Archieparchial Clergy Retreat at Antiochean Retreat Center, Ligonier. 
October 7 …………...…………. (MR) The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary @ 6:00 p.m. 
October 8 …………….………….. MR Church grounds cleanup from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
October 9 …. Freewill Offering Pasta Dinner, St. Elias Church, Munhall, PA from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

October 14 …………….………. (MR) The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary @ 6:00 p.m. 
October 15 ………...….………….. NS Church grounds cleanup from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
October 21 …………….………. (MR) The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Saint of the Week 

The Holy Soldier-Martyr Callistratus,  
and his Companions —  September 27 

 

          Saint Callistratus was a native of Carthage. Like his father, St Callistratus became a 
soldier and excelled among his pagan military comrades by his good conduct and gentle 

disposition. At night when everyone slept, he usually 
stayed up at prayer. Once, a soldier sleeping nearby 
heard St Callistratus invoking the Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he reported this to the military commander, 
who in turn summoned Callistratus, interrogated him and 
wanted to make him offer sacrifice to idols. The saint 
resolutely refused to do this, so the military commander 
ordered that the saint be beaten. Then, covered with 
wounds, the saint was dragged over sharp stones. The 
beating and the torments did not sway the firm will and 
brave endurance of the sufferer.  The saint was sewn up 
in a leather sack and drowned in the sea. By God’s 
mercy, however, the sack struck a sharp rock and was 
torn open. St Callistratus came to dry land unharmed, 
carried by dolphins. Viewing such a miracle, forty-nine 
soldiers came to believe in Christ. Then the military 

commander threw St Callistratus and the believing soldiers into prison. Before this, all of them 
were subjected to innumerable floggings. In jail St Callistatus continued to preach the Word of 
God to the soldiers and he bolstered their spirits for martyrdom. Summoned again before the 
military commander, the sufferers firmly confessed their faith in Christ, after which they were 
bound hand and foot and thrown into a dam. But there their bonds broke, and with bright 
faces the holy martyrs stood in the water, rejoicing in their Baptism, which coincided with the 
act of martyrdom.  Beautiful bright crowns appeared over their heads, and all heard a voice: 
ñBe brave, Callistratus, with your company, and come rest in the eternal habitations.ò 
At the same time, the earth shuddered and an idol standing nearby fell down and smashed. 
Seeing this, another 135 soldiers also believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. The military 
commander, fearing a mutiny in the army, did not put them on trial, but again imprisoned St 
Callistratus with the others, where they fervently prayed and gave thanks to the Creator for 
giving them power to endure such sufferings. He was martyred around the year 295 AD. 
 

  

General Ann ouncements  
 

PITTSBURGH DEANERY CLERGY TO SERVE PASTA DINNER — The Priests and 
Deacons in the Pittsburgh Deanery will be hosting a FREE PASTA 
DINNER at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday October 9, 2016 from 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The Clergy will be preparing and serving the dinner.  
A signup list is located in the Church.  We must know how many to prepare 
for! The final day for registration is next Sunday, October 2.  A freewill 
offering will be taken to pay for the supplies. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: COME & SEE WEEKEND — Young men 18-35 are invited to a 
FREE Weekend of Discovery retreat, Friday through Sunday, October 14-
15-16, 2016 at Saints Cyril & Methodius Seminary. The purpose: to see if 
you might be interested in the possibility of becoming a priest. No 
pressure, no hype, no boring lectures. Just recreation, relaxation, talking 
to God (a.k.a. prayer), and the opportunity to really listen to God’s voice 
and to plan for your life. This worthwhile retreat of discovery in no way implies any future 
commitment other than your commitment to truly be yourself!  There is no expense involved in 
participating in this retreat. E-mail your reply to: vocations@archeparchy.org.  
 

ANNUAL MOLEBEN FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE CAUSES — The yearly prayer 
service for the advancement of the Causes of Beatification and Canonization of our four holy 

Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Bishops will take place at St. 
John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall on Sunday of Christ the 
King, October 30, 2016 @ 3:00 p.m.  We will have the 
opportunity to receive the special Jubilee Blessing by walking 
through the Holy Doors.  For the past 30 years faithful through 
the Pittsburgh Archeparchy have gathered in various 
archieparchial parishes, monasteries and the seminary to pray 
for the Canonization of Bishop-Martyr Theodore G. Romzha, 
Uzhorod (+1947); Bishop-Martyr Paul P. Gojdich, O.S.B.M., 
Presov (+1960); Bishop-Martyr Basil Hopko, Presov (+1976); 

and for the beatification of the Servant of God Bishop Alexander Chira, Uzhorod (+1985).  A 
Marian Moleben is offered seeking the aid of the Holy Mother of God in helping us achieve 
this end.  Please mark your calendar and attend this important prayer for their advancement. 
 

PILGRIMAGE FOR THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY, TRIP III TODAY — To extend an 
opportunity to receive the special Jubilee Indulgence, our HGCs are organizing 
a car pool to St. Anthony Shrine, Troy Hill, Pittsburgh, PA, a designated 
site. There is no holy door, but the entire shrine is 
considered as the Doors of Mercy. We will meet at the 
Shrine for a 2:00 p.m. presentation.  We will then have 
dinner (at one’s own cost) at the Penn Brewery located at 
the bottom of Troy Hill (across Rt. 28 from the H.J. Heinz 
Company. To prepare and receive the Plenary Indulgence, the following 
requirements must be made: (1) Have a distaste for sin, and to resolve not to sin 
again; (2) pass through the designated Holy Doors; (3) make a Sacramental Confession of 
sins (within 20 days); (4) Receive Holy Communion the day one passes through the Holy 
Doors; and (4) pray the Our Father and Nicean Creed for the intentions of the Holy Father.  If 
these requirements are not made, a Partial Indulgence may be received. Please take 
advantage of this unique opportunity and be blessed with this special Jubilee Indulgence. 


