Parish Offerings — 21th Sunday after Pentecost — November 3, 2019
“Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly decided;
not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7)

Holy Ghost Church, McKees Rocks

Regular Offering ($2,808) YP ($10) ......cceovvviiriririierrieicseiesieeias $2,818.00
Holy Days ($35) Thanksgiving ($5) .......cccoevviviiiiiiiiiiinnes 40.00
Archdiocesan Charities ($380) Collection for the Poor ($20) ......... 400.00
Votive Candles ($96.25) Coffee Social ($20) ........cccevvevvvieevverererenene, 116.25
$3,374.25
Holy Ghost Church, Northside

Regular OFfering .......cccoiiiiiiicc e $317.00
Holy Days ($25) Thanksgiving (37) .......cvveeiviiniiiiiiiieiieeenn, 32.00
IMPIOVEMENTS ..o e e e e 45.00
VOUIVE CANAIES ...vveeieieciecece e et 6.00
Church Attendance Last Week $400.00

(MR) Sat, 4:00 p.m. (37)

Sun, (MR) 9:00 a.m. (86); (NS in MR) 11:00 a.m. (14)
Marian Moleben for Beatification & Canonization — (MR) 3:00 p.m. (57)
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possible to bring you this
weekly & informative S.0.T.
without an added expense to
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HOLY GHOST BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH

225 OLIVIA STREET McKEES ROCKS, PA 15136
1437 SUPERIOR AVENUE PITTSBURGH, PA 15212

THE 22" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

November 10, 2019

THE GOOD
SAMARI

Catholics of the Ruthenian - Byzantine Rite in full communion with the Pope of Rome

The Very Reverend Father Frank A. Firko, Pastor

The Reverend Deacon Michael Meaders (NS)
Rectory: (412) 771-3324; Church Fax: (412) 331-1870
MR School Hall Kitchen: (412) 331-5155

Web-site: www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org — E-Mail: ffaf334@verizon.net
SUNDAY RADIO (9:00 am WEDO 810 AM) & INTERNET DIVINE LITURGY

Liturgical Services LIVE: www.Youtube.com then type: Holy Ghost Church Live Stream

Sunday Divine Liturgies
Saturday (MR) 4:00 pm
Sunday (MR) 9: 00 am

Holy Ghost (NS) 11:00 a.m.

Holy Day Divine Liturgies
w/Great Vespers (Oblig)
(MR): 7:00 pm
Holy Day (MR) 9:00 am; (NS) 6:00 pm

Daily Divine Liturgy
M-F (MR) 8:00 am
Sat. (NS) 9:00 am.

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation: Sat (MR): 3:15 to 3:40 pm & Sun (MR) 8:15 to 8:40 am.; (NS) 10:30 am
Holy Mysteries of Initiation: Contact Church Office for Baptism, Chrismation and Eucharist.
Holy Mysteries of Anointing: Ask especially prior to surgery or any other time.

Holy Mystery of Matrimony: Contact pastor one year in advance; Pre-Cana Classes required.
Sponsor of Christian Initiation: Godparents must be practicing Catholics.

Religious Education Classes: (MR) Coordinator: Steve Puluka (412) 897- 4650.

GCU Northwest Pittsburgh Lodge: (MR) Contact Tina Burns (412) 859-9597 for membership.
Slavjane Folk Ensemble: (MR) Membership requirements contact Bob Bartko: (412) 779-0195.
Carpatho-Rusyn Radio Broadcast: Every Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. WPIT 730 AM.
Social Hall Rental for Parishioners: (MR) Contact Church Office.

New & Returning Parishioners: Welcome! Please register by phoning the Church Office.
Remember the Church in Your Will: Please be so kind as to remember the Church in your
last will and testament. This helps to secure its future & a Byzantine Catholic witness to all



http://www.stmichaelbyz.org/
mailto:ffaf334@verizon.net

SPIRIT OF TRUTH

When the Most High descended and confused tongues, He scattered the
people; but when He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all men to unity.

Therefore, with one voice, let us glorify the Most Holy Spirit (matins of Pentecost
Sunday).

Nov 10, 2019 Seasonal Greeting Volume IX, Number 45

Glory to Jesus Christ! — Glory Forever!
Slava Isusu Christu! — Slava Na Viki!

Liturgical Services for the Week

Time Intention

Requested By

22" Sunday after Pentecost

SUN, Nov 10 9:00 a.m. (MR) + Mike + John + Barbara Haluska  Julia Haluska
£idiA 11:00 a.m. (NS) + Jay Mowery Gregory Canary
‘VETERANS'

unm VETERAN’S DAY OBSERVED — No Banking or Postal Service
Mon, Nov 11 8:00 a.m. (MR) + Eleanor Kulka (birthday) Children: Kathy & John
Feast of Archbishop-Martyr Josaphat
Tue, Nov 12 8:00 a.m. (MR) + H. Jane Skreptach Peggy & Chuck McCusker
Feast of Saint, John Chrysostom
Wed, Nov 13 8:00 a.m. (MR) + Marshall Meredith (birthday 11/11) Sister: Maryanne

Feast of the Holy Apostle Philip
Thrs, Nov 14 8:00 a.m. (MR) + Holy Souls in Purgatory Jospeh A. Cehula, T.O. Carm.

Commencement of the Philippian Fast — 40 days before Christmas
REQUIRED SIMPLE ABSTINENCE (no meat) or Equivalent Penance (your choice)
for the intention of the return of our beloved to the fullness of the Faith
Fri, Nov 15 8:00 a.m. (MR) + Joseph R. Shamonsky (Memorial) Wife: Helen & Family

Feast of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew
Sat, Nov 16 9:00 a.m. (NS) For the Parishioners of Both Parishes

Anticipated Divine Liturgy for the 23" Sunday after Pentecost
4:00 p.m. (MR) + Margaret + Steve Kosko  Son: Steve & Dolores

23" Sunday after Pentecost

1* Sunday of the Philippian Fast
SUN, Nov 17 9:00 a.m. (MR) + Michele (Terrek) Chiavetta  Holy Ghost Pirohi Workers

11:00 a.m. (NS) + Mary Hrivnak Grandson: Fr. Firko
(48 ann of passing)

General Announcements

All Birthdays will be published in SOT each week so that prayers may be offered on these
special occasions. Please advise the Church office if your special day does not appear or if
you wish your name and date not be published.

Note: Capitalized Names designate North Side parishioners

Nov 15 — Barbara Feldman; Nov 16 — Maria lyengar, Paul A. Rubish.
Pray for the lll, Infirm & Shut-ins of Our Parishes

HOME: Margaret Beliunas, Helen Best, Irene Bordas, Florence Charochak,
Margaret Cifrulak, MARY ANN CONTI, llona Goyda, Beverly Harsh, GEORGE
HUDANICK, SR., MARTHA LUCAS, OLGA MANFREDO, Joseph Mitro, Mike
Muska, Irene Palahunik, MARLENE PFEIFFER, Lisa Plutto, Betty Spisak,
EVELYN VENTO, SHIRLEY YANOSKO.

MAPLEWOOD PC HOME (461 Maplewood Ave. Ambridge, PA 15003): Doris Naughton.
HIGHLAND PARK CARE CENTER (745 North Highland Ave., Pgh, PA 15206): Linda Reiger.
BRIGHTON REHAB & WELLNESS CENTER (246 Friendship Circle, Beaver, PA 15009):
Mary Susan Dragosh.

MARIAN MANOR (2695 Winchester Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15220): Irene Bednar.
CHIPPEWA PLACE (7005 Stadium Dr., Apt 427, Brecksville, OH 44141): Stephen Katrenich.
FAIR OAKS ASSISTED LIVING (2200 W. Liberty Ave., Pgh, 15226): ANNA MARIE
DEMIANCZYK.

LUTHERAN SENIORLIFE (500 Wittenberg Way, Mars PA 16046): William Zavidny.
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR (1028 Benton Ave., PGH 15212): MARY SAHAYDA
VETERANS HOSPITAL (1010 Delafield St., Pittsburgh, PA 15215): JOHN VEREB.

NEW HOPE ASSISTED LIVING (300 Union Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15202): Helen Hopey.
MANORCARE HEALTH SERVICES (505 Weyman Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15236): Nancy Wauthier.

Public questions on Catholic spirituality, moral & spiritual problems

Q. The family of a deceased Catholic friend is considering giving the cremated
remains to a company that will process a diamond out of the cremains. Can you help
me give them a good reason why this is wrong? A. Answer by a Catholic Apologist:
Although the Church allows for cremation (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2301),
(although it teaches preference for burial/lentombment in imitation of Christ) it is very
concerned that the cremains be treated with appropriate respect (Indult on
Cremation, Congregation for Divine Worship, 1997). The cremains should not be
scattered but should be disposed of in a dignified manner, whether by committing
them to the earth or sea in a suitable container or by placing them in a mausoleum
(Order of Christian Funerals 416).

This Week’s Sanctuary Lamps

' 5 Continue to burn before the real presence of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus 2

2 Nov. 10—Nov. 16 2019
Y mr In memory of Eleanor & John Kulka A ®

offered by Children: Kathy & John NPy

ns: In memory of Thomas Seman

(MR) NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2020 offered by Sister: Velma (NS) NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2020




McKees Rocks Announcements

PHILIPPIAN FAST PIROHI SALES CONTINUES THIS WEEK — Our six-week Pirohi Project in

: - preparation of the Christmas Season is in full swing! The remaining dates
for sales are November 15 (special Haluski Sale), 22, (NO SALES ON
NOVEMBER 29) — December 6 & 13. Orders must be placed on the
sheet at the Church entrances following the weekend Divine
Liturgies, and/or by phone on Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
noon @ (412) 331-5155. Eat-ins are welcomed. You may pickup your order on Friday.

NO HEAT IN GYM AND RECTORY LAST WEEK — First of all, thank you to all our Pirohi Workers
who came out and worked the project despite unexpected indoor adverse conditions. Tudi
Mechanical of McKees Rocks came in to evaluate the situation. They
concluded that a section of the heating pipes beneath our gym floor have
rusted out and is leaking water beneath the surface of the gym floor. The
boiler room retention tanks could hold water and send it to the gym to
provide heat. Tudi Mechanical has setup a temporary fix for the time being.
We are looking into purchasing external heating units instead of the
laborous task of tearing up the floor. Unfortunately, this puts the restroom
renovation on a temporary hold until the problem is resolved. We are depending on the Pirohi
Project to finance this unexpected solution. Also, the rectory circuit modular board has worn out
and need of replacement thus causing the furnace to malfunction last week.

GRATITUDE TO VOLUNTEERS FOR LAST WEEK'S MOLEBEN — Thank you to those who
offered their assistance in our hosting of the Annual Moleben for the Beatification & Canonization
of our four saint bishops of Eastern Europe. Our parish has sponsored this yearly event in its 33r
year. A special thank you is extended to the E.C.F. students who had participated in the program:
Anita, Anna, Carmella & Nina, and also to Tina Burns, Maria lyengar, Norma Kacsur and Lori
Rippole who made the fellowship welcoming by arranging food items following the liturgical
service. Also, a special thank you goes out to all who brought in delicious homemade cookies.
God bless all of you for your sacrifice!

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER FOOD DRIVE — In our love for the less fortunate, we will be holding our
annual non-perishable food drive to be delivered to Focus on Renewal in time for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please bring the non-expired items to the Church
and place them at the entrance. For additional information contact Elaine
Kurtanich (412) 370-9092. Once again, we are grateful to her for leading this
project.

CHURCH DECORATING FORTHCOMING — We will begin decorating the Church for
Christmas on Sunday, December 1, 2019 following the Divine Liturgy. This time seems %

the most appropriate since all will be here already. Please make an effort to give a helping
hand. We're going to need muscle power for the heavy work of setting up the trees.

Northside Announcements

CHURCH & RECTORY HEATING SYSTEM MALFUNCTIONED THIS PAST WEEK — Since there was
no heat in the Church last week, the Divine Liturgy was offered in Mckees Rocks. The pump that sends
water from the retaining tank to the boiler burned out. A expensive new pump had to be ordered and
placed. We are grateful to Matt Mechanical for helping us in this dire situation. Also, the rectory furnace
has malfunctioned. It needed a new circuit module and voltage box. The current one has to be replaced.
The problem is that the company doesn’t make them any longer!

CHURCH DECORATING FORTHCOMING — We will begin decorating the Church for

- Christmas on Sunday, December 1, 2019 following the Divine Liturgy. This time seems
L] . . . . .
’ the most appropriate since all will be here already. Please make an effort to give a helping

hand. We're going to need muscle power for the heavy work of setting up the trees.

An Allegorical Meaning to the Parable (Luke 10:25-37)

The man that fell among robbers, represents Adam and his posterity; Jerusalem,
the state of peace and innocence, which man

THE GOOD i i i
ARITAN - leaves by going down to Jericho, which means

the moon, the state of trouble and sin: the
robbers represent the devil, who stripped him
of his supernatural gifts, and wounded him in
his natural faculties: the priest and Levite
represent the old law: the Samaritan, Christ;
and the beast, his humanity. The inn means
the Church; wine, the blood of Christ; oil, his
mercy; whilst the host signifies St. Peter and
his successors, the bishops and priests of the
Church. (Origen, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, St.
Augustine, and others)

Since all men possess a rational soul and
are created in God's likeness, since they have
the same nature and origin, have been
redeemed by Christ, and enjoy the same
divine calling and destiny, the basic equality of
all  must receive increasingly greater
recognition. True, all men are not alike from the point of view of varying physical power and
the diversity of intellectual and moral resources. Nevertheless, with respect to the
fundamental rights of the person, every type of discrimination, whether social or cultural,
whether based on sex, race, color, social condition, language, or religion, is to be overcome
and eradicated as contrary to God's intent. --- Documents of Vatican Il, The Church Today

Pope Francis Speaks
Pope’s General Audience at St. Peter Square Nov. 6, 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, In our catechesis on the Acts of the Apostles, the Apostle
Paul preaching before the Areopagus in Athens, the cultural
capital of the pagan world. In a city filled with idols, Paul
proclaims the Gospel by appealing to the religiosity of his
hearers and their desire to know the truth. Seeing an altar
dedicated to an “unknown god”, Paul states that God, the
transcendent Creator of the world, has indeed made himself
known, and sent his Son among us to call all people to
conversion and the fullness of truth. Yet when Paul begins to
speak of Christ's death and resurrection, his listeners lose
interest. The mystery of the cross, in which God’s wisdom and
power are revealed, appears as folly in the eyes of the Greeks (cf. 1 Cor 1:23). Yet
Paul’s preaching bears fruit in the conversion of some Athenians, including Dionysius
the Areopagite and Damaris. As we think of our own culture, may we, like Paul, be
sensitive to people’s deepest yearnings in order to propose the mystery of Christ and
his saving love.




Calendar of Upcoming Events

November 15 .................... Commencement of the Philippian (Filipovka) Fast & Pirohi Sales.
November 17 ...........ccoceeeeenn, G.C.U. Lodge Meeting (election of new officers) @ 3:00 p.m.
November 21 .... Solemn HD: Entrance into the Temple of Theotokos (MR) @ 9:00 a.m; (NS) 6:00 p.m
November 23-24 ... Bethlehem Artifacts available for purchase to aid Christians in Holy Land.

November28 ............ccccevveee Annual Thanksgiving Day — (MR) Divine Liturgy @ 9:00 a.m.
December 1 ............. Decorating the (MR) Church for Christmas following the Divine Liturgy.
December 1 ............. Decorating the (NS) Church for Christmas following the Divine Liturgy.
December6 .......... Solemn Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonder-Worker — (MR) 9:00 a.m.; (NS) 6:00 p.m

Saint of the Day — November 13
Our Father Among the Saints, John Chrysostom

John was born in Antioch in the year 354. His father, Secundus, was an
imperial commander and his mother's name was
Anthusa. Studying Greek philosophy, John became
disgusted with Hellenic paganism and adopted the
Christian Faith as the one and all-embracing truth.
Meletius, Patriarch of Antioch, baptized John, and his
parents also subsequently received baptism.
Following his parents' repose, John was tonsured a
monk and lived a strict life of asceticism. He then
wrote a book, On the Priesthood, after which the Holy
Apostles John and Peter appeared to him, and
prophesied that he would have a life of great service,
great grace and great suffering. When he was to be
ordained a priest, an angel of God appeared
simultaneously to John and to Patriarch Flavian
(Meletius's successor). While the patriarch was
ordaining John, a shining white dove was seen hovering over John's head. Glorified
for his wisdom, asceticism and power of words, John was chosen as Patriarch of
Constantinople at the behest of Emperor Arcadius. As patriarch, he governed the
Church for six years with unequalled zeal and wisdom. He sent missionaries to the
pagan Celts and Scythians and eradicated simony in the Church, deposing many
bishops guilty of this vice. He extended the charitable works of the Church and wrote
a special order of the Divine Liturgy. He shamed the heretics, denounced Empress
Eudoxia, interpreted Holy Scripture with his golden mind and tongue, and
bequeathed the Church many precious books of his homilies. The people glorified
him, the envious loathed him, and the Empress, on two occasions, sent him into
exile. John spent three years in exile, and reposed as an exile on the Feast of the
Elevation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross, September 14, 407, in the town of
Comana in Georgia. Before his repose, the Holy Apostles John and Peter appeared
to him again, as did the Holy Martyr Basiliscus (May 22) in whose church he received
Communion for the last time. His last words were, “Glory be to God for all things,"
and with that, the soul of the golden-mouthed patriarch was taken into Paradise.

General Announcements

COMMENCEMENT OF THE SPIRITUAL PREPARATION PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS — This
Thursday, Nov. 15, marks the beginning of our journey through the PHILIPPIAN FAST. It is
And everyone went ~ Called the Philippian Fast (Filipovka in Church Slavonic) since it
off to his own town begins the day after the Apostle Philip’s Feast, and marks our 40 day
,, foregister. journey with Mary and Joseph to Our Lord’s Holy Nativity in the flesh
on Christmas Day. It is comparable to the Western Rite’s Advent
Season. The Byzantine Catholic Church does not use the Latin
Language to describe this penitential season, since it's traditional
language is based on the Greek. This minor penitential period directs
us to prepare ourselves for the spiritual meaning of Christmas. May
we allow Him to be reborn in our souls by sanctifying the temple of
our Body. Through prayer, abstinence, almsgivings of mercy, frequent confession of sins, and
additional attendances at the Divine Liturgies we can accomplish this end. Together as a
parish, let us collectively next week begin to practice simple abstinence (no meat) or an
equivalent penance on Wednesdays (recommended) and Fridays (required) for the intention
for the return of our beloved back to the fullness of the Faith.

GCU LODGE 390 FOURTH QUARTERLY NEXT WEEK — Lodge
members are reminded of the 4th quarterly meeting next Sunday, U U
November 17, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in the MR church basement. Members 5 S e uss

are urged to attend this important meeting since there will be the election Aaternol BenefiSocety
of new officers.

ARCHIEPARICHAL ST. NICHOLAS CELEBRATION — The 63 Annual St. Nicholas
Celebration will take place at the Cathedral and Cathedral Center on
Sunday, December 8, 2018. Tickets are priced at $40.00 per adult and
$18.00 per child ages 12 and under. We'd like to get at least one full table
per parish family. Please sign the list in the (MR) Side Vestibule; (NS)
Narthex. Parish deadline is next Sunday, November 17. Check payable to
Holy Ghost Church.

BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN FAMILIES TO DISPLAY ARTIFACTS COMING — November 23/24,
Roni Salsa representing the Bethlehem Christian Families; a nonprofit organization through Land
of Peace will be with us speaking about the Christian situation in the Holy Land and selling
Crucifixes, religious art work, and rosaries - all made of olive wood which is
native to Israel and Bethlehem. Since tourism has greatly depleted, Christian
families in the holy land, who depend on tourists, have been greatly affected.
The goal of this mission is to help many organizations and Churches in the
Middle East and to help establishing a Charitable Hospital in Bethlehem to help
needy families in the Holy Land and the Middle East. Sale of these goods will
help them very much and also give you the opportunity to have “something” authentic from the holy
land. Please browse and buy some articles. It is for a good cause and also a help to your personal
devotion. For more information please see Website: www.landofpeace.org and . and
www.bcfmission.com.

Turkey Bingo - St. John the Baptist (2688 California Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15212) will be having their
annual Turkey Bingo the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 24th. The doors will open at 2pm with
the bingo games beginning at 3pm. Donation is $10 for admission which includes 3 cards. Each bingo
winner will receive a turkey to take home with them! For reservations or more information, please
contact OrthodoxPittsburgh1932@gmail.com or 412-748-0148. Join us for fellowship, food, raffles, and
more!
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