
 
 

 Parish Offerings – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost — November 17, 2019 
 “Everyone must give according to whatever he has inwardly decided;  

not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7) 
 

 

Holy Ghost Church, McKees Rocks 
Regular Offering ($1,853.20) YP ($21) ........................................... $1,874.20 

Holy Days …….…………………….………………………………      40.00 

Archdiocesan Charities ($50) Collection for the Poor ($10) ……...….   60.00 

Votive Candles .......................................................................................  97.50 
                    ____________       

                  $2,071.70 

Holy Ghost Church, Northside 

Regular Offering ................................................................................  $448.00 

Holy Days ….…...……………………………………...…………….    50.00 

Special Don. (In mem. of Anna & John Mammy by Grand-Dgtr: Tina Burns)105.00 

Votive Candles  ....................................................................................... 32.50 

 _________ 

 Church Attendance Last Week         $635.50 

 (MR) Sat, 4:00 p.m. (41) 

Sun, (MR) 9:00 a.m. (87); (NS) 11:00 a.m. (26) 
Entrance of Theotokos in Temple — (MR) 9:00 am (11) & (NS) 6:00 pm (7) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
225 OLIVIA STREET                                Please patronize our fabulous

 sponsors! They make it 

possible possible to bring you this 

weekly  S.O.T. Church Bulletin weekly & informative S.O.T. 

without incurring an  without an added expense to 

the  the Church. New Sponsors 

 please contact Church Office 

9 til Officeetails from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 pm 1:00 p.m. Mon-Fri! 
 

 

 

HOLY GHOST BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
      225 OLIVIA STREET                              McKEES ROCKS, PA  15136 

1437 SUPERIOR AVENUE         PITTSBURGH, PA  15212 
 

 

THE 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
2nd Sunday of the Philippian Fast — November 24, 2019 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catholics of the Ruthenian – Byzantine Rite in full communion with the Pope of Rome 

 

The Very Reverend Father Frank A. Firko, Pastor 
The Reverend Deacon Michael Meaders (NS) 

Rectory: (412) 771-3324; Church Fax: (412) 331-1870  
MR School Hall Kitchen: (412) 331-5155 

Web-site: www.holyghost-byzantinecatholic.org ï E-Mail: ffaf334@verizon.net 
 

SUNDAY RADIO (9:00 am WEDO 810 AM) & INTERNET DIVINE LITURGY  
Liturgical Services LIVE: www.Youtube.com then type: Holy Ghost Church Live Stream 

 
 
 
 

 

Holy Mystery of Reconciliation: Sat (MR): 3:15 to 3:40 pm & Sun (MR) 8:15 to 8:40 am.; (NS) 10:30 am 

Holy Mysteries of Initiation: Contact Church Office for Baptism, Chrismation and Eucharist. 
Holy Mysteries of Anointing: Ask especially prior to surgery or any other time. 
Holy Mystery of Matrimony: Contact pastor one year in advance; Pre-Cana Classes required. 
Sponsor of Christian Initiation: Godparents must be practicing Catholics. 
Religious Education Classes: (MR) Coordinator: Steve Puluka (412) 897- 4650. 
GCU Northwest Pittsburgh Lodge: (MR) Contact Tina Burns (412) 859-9597 for membership. 
Slavjane Folk Ensemble: (MR) Membership requirements contact Bob Bartko: (412) 779-0195. 

Carpatho-Rusyn Radio Broadcast: Every Sunday from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. WPIT 730 AM. 
Social Hall Rental for Parishioners: (MR) Contact Church Office.  
New & Returning Parishioners: Welcome! Please register by phoning the Church Office. 
Remember the Church in Your Will: Please be so kind as to remember the Church in your 
last will and testament.  This helps to secure its future & a Byzantine Catholic witness to all 
 

This space available 

for ads for wishing 

someone birthday or 

anniversary greetings, 

get-well wishes, etc.  

Call the office 

(412) 771-3324 
 

 
NWPL offers Insurance and 

Annuity Benefits greater than 
most financial institutions.  Info 

call Tina (412) 859-9597 
 

Valerian F. Szal 
                        238 Helen St., 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

                Phone: (412) 
331-9713 

                 Fax: (412) 331-6688 

              Michael P. Ferrell,                       
Supervisor, CFSP 

Our Family Still Serving Yours Since 1953 

DESIGNS BY NANCY 
235 McCartney Drive,  
Moon Township 15108 
Phone: (412) 580-1545 

Nancde@aol.com 
 

Nancy C. Debranski 
 

Sewing, Alternations, Custom 
Embroidery and Unique Gifts 

 

Sunday Divine Liturgies 
Saturday (MR) 4:00 pm 
Sunday (MR) 9: 00 am 

Holy Ghost (NS) 11:00 a.m.  

Holy Day Divine Liturgies 
 w/Great Vespers (Oblig)  

(MR): 7:00 pm 
 Holy Day (MR) 9:00 am; (NS) 6:00 pm 

Daily Divine Liturgy 

M-F (MR) 8:00 am 

Sat. (NS) 9:00 am. 

http://www.stmichaelbyz.org/
mailto:ffaf334@verizon.net


 

SPIRIT OF  TRUTH  
 

   When the Most High descended and confused tongues, He scattered the 
people; but when He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all men to unity. 
Therefore, with one voice, let us glorify the Most Holy Spirit (Matins of Pentecost Sunday).  

 

Nov 24, 2019            Seasonal Greeting  Volume IX, Number 47 
 
 

 Glory to Jesus Christ! — Glory Forever! 
 Slava Isusu Christu! — Slava Na Viki! 

Liturgical Services for the Week 
Date                                 Time                       Intention                           Requested  By 
 

   24th Sunday after Pentecost 
2nd Sunday of the Philippian Fast 

SUN, Nov 24 10)       9:00 a.m. (MR)  + Anna + Michael Sejka   Children 

  11:00 a.m. (NS)   + Andrew Latta (birthday 11/21)   Wife: Arlene & Family 
 

Final Day of the Entrance of Theotokos into the Temple 
Mon, Nov 25 (11)      8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Michael Gramata Brother: + Basil & Eleanor 

  (34th ann of passing 11/26) 
 

Tue, Nov 26 (12)       8:00 a.m. (MR)  + James M. Droter Marge & James Lautenschlager 

  (57th ann of passing) 
 

The Philippian Fast ð 40 days before Christmas 

RECOMMENDED SIMPLE ABSTINENCE (no meat) or Equivalent Penance (your choice)  
for the intention of the return of our beloved to the fullness of the Faith 

Wed, Nov 27 (13)      8:00 a.m. (MR)   + William J. Hrivnak  Wife: Joyce & Family 

  (2nd ann of passing 10/28) 
 

Annual Thanksgiving Day 
Thrs, Nov 28 (14) 9:00 a.m. (MR)   Thanksgiving for all Godôs Blessings 
   

REQUIRED SIMPLE ABSTINENCE (no meat) or Equivalent Penance (your choice)  
for the intention of the return of our beloved to the fullness of the Faith 

Fri, Nov 29 (15)          8:00 a.m. (MR)  + Andrew J. Drukalsky Sister: Eleanor Masters 
 

The Holy & Glorious Apostle Andrew, the First-Called 
Sat, Nov 30 (16)        9:00 a.m. (NS) For the Parishioners of Both Parishes 
    

***************************************************************************************************** 

Anticipated Divine Liturgy for the 25th Sunday after Pentecost ð Thanksgiv9ing Weekend 

  4:00 p.m. (MR) + Alphonse A. Siglow (9th ann of passing 11/30) Dgtr: Kathe & Bill Kress 

 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
2nd Sunday of the Philippian Fast ñ Thanksgiving Weekend 

SUN, Nov 24 (17)  9:00 a.m. (MR)  Health & Welfare of Florence Charochak Dgtr: Deb 

 11:00 a.m. (NS)  + Mary Jane + Michael Barbush    Joan Senchyshyn 

Gener al Ann ouncements  

All Birthdays will be published in SOT each week so that prayers may be offered on these special 
occasions.  Please advise the Church office if your special day does not appear or if you wish your name 
and date not be published. 

Note: Capitalized Names designate North Side parishioners 

Nov 25 – Matthew Grzywinski Nov 27 – NANCY C. GOGAL, DIANE LASKO; Nov 29 
– Leonora Haffly; Nov 30 – Irene Bordas, Paul Rubish, Jr. 
 

Pray for the Ill, Infirm & Shut-ins of Our Parishes 
HOME:  Margaret Beliunas, Helen Best, Irene Bordas, Florence Charochak, 

Margaret Cifrulak, MARY ANN CONTI, Ilona Goyda, Beverly Harsh, GEORGE 

HUDANICK, SR., MARTHA LUCAS, OLGA MANFREDO, Joseph Mitro, Mike 

Muska, Irene Palahunik, MARLENE PFEIFFER, Betty Spisak, EVELYN VENTO, 

SHIRLEY YANOSKO. 
 

MA PLEWOOD PC HOME  (461 Maplewood Ave. Ambridge, PA  15003): Doris Naughton. 

HIGHLAND PARK CARE CENTER  (745 North Highland Ave., Pgh, PA 15206): Linda Reiger. 

BRIGHTON REHAB & WELLNESS CENTER  (246 Friendship Circle, Beaver, PA 15009): 

Mary Susan Dragosh. 

MARI AN MAN OR (2695 Winchester Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15220): Irene Bednar. 

CHIPPEWA PLACE  (7005 Stadium Dr., Apt 427, Brecksville, OH 44141): Stephen Katrenich. 

FAIR  OAKS ASSISTED LIVING (2200 W. Liberty Ave., Pgh, 15226): ANNA MARIE 

DEMIANCZYK. 

LUTHE RAN SENIORLI FE (500 Wittenberg Way, Mars PA 16046): William Zavidny. 

LITT LE SISTERS OF THE POOR (1028 Benton Ave., PGH 15212): MARY SAHAYDA 

VETERANS HOSPITAL (1010 Delafield St., Pittsburgh, PA 15215): JOHN VEREB. 

VANADIUM WOODS VILLAGE  (50 Vanadium Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017): Helen Hopey. 

UPMC MERCY HEALT H CENTER (1515 Locust Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15219): Lisa Plutto. 
 

Public questions on Catholic spirituality, moral  & spiritual problems 

Q. Is the Catholic religion the only correct religion?  A. Answer by a Catholic Apologist: All 
religions contain some truth (CCC.843). Some religions contain more truth than others. For 
example, Protestant Christianity is much closer to the truth than Mormanism, because 
Protestants believe there is one God, whereas Mormanism incorrectly teaches there are many 
gods (CCC 2112) é. The Catholic Church says that, although other faiths contain truth, the 
fullness of what God has revealed to the world subsists in the Catholic Churché God can 
save whomever He desires and has surely done so outside the visible structure the Catholic 
Church.  However, the surest means to salvation is found in the Catholic Church.  Its 
doctrines are the ones infallibly given by Jesus (Mt. 16:19, 18:18, 1 Tim. 3:15; CCC 889). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

.  

This Weekõs Sanctuary Lamps 
Continue to burn before the real presence of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus  

Nov. 24 ñ Nov. 30, 2019 
   (MR)  In memory of Michael Sejka (60th ann of passing 11/24) 

offered by Children 

(NS):   In memory of David Bauch 

(MR) STILL  AVAILABLE FOR 2020            offered by Aunt: Velma Seman         (NS) STILL AVAILABLE FOR 2020 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

McKees R ocks Ann oun cemen ts  
ANGEL TREE PROJECT FOR LESS FORTUNATE AREA CHILDREN — GCU Lodge 390 
is, once again, holding a fraternal activity to help area children who may not be getting much 

for Christmas this year.  This project is the ANGEL TREE located near the 
elevator in the side vestibule.  Not too many angels remaining!  If you would 
like to participate and make a childôs Christmas a little brighter this year you 
are asked to take an angel from the tree.  It will have a childôs age listed on 
the back.  You are asked to purchase a gift and bring it back to the tree 
UNWRAPPED with the angel taped on it no later than Sunday, 
December 8. Holy Family Social Services and Family Foundation will 
distribute these gifts to the children in time for Christmas. Letôs send this 

entire tree of angels in the form of gifts to these under-privileged children. 
 

NO PIROHI SALES THIS WEEK — We will pause and have NO Pirohi 
Sales this coming Thanksgiving Friday, Nov. 29.  Sales will resume on 
Dec. 6, & 13.   You may call in your Holy Supper Christmas orders for these 
final two weeks.  You may place your orders by calling the kitchen on the 
previous Wednesdays at (412) 331-5155 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  
 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER FOOD DRIVE — In our love for the less fortunate, we will be holding 
our annual non-perishable food drive to be delivered to Focus on 
Renewal and/or local food pantry in time for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Please bring the non-expired items to the Church and 
place them at the entrance. For additional information contact Elaine 
Kurtanich (412) 370-9092.  This Sunday all food items will be for the 
Thanksgiving Drive.  Thank you to all who are participating! There are 

people that really look forward to your generosity. 
 

CHURCH DECORATING NEXT WEEK — We will begin decorating the Church for 
Christmas on Sunday, December 1, 2019 following the Divine Liturgy.  This 
time seems the most appropriate since all will be here already. Please make an 
effort to give a helping hand.  Weôre going to need muscle power for the heavy 
work of setting up the trees. 

Northside  Announcements  
SYMPATHY EXTENDED — The Spirit of Truth announces the passing of Helen (Seman) 

Lucy, 92, of Uniontown, PA at the Uniontown Hospital on Thursday, November 
21, 2019.  She is survived by two sons: Michael & Dan.  She was the sister of 
our parishes secretary, Velma Seman.  Funeral arrangements were handled by 
the Shell Funeral Home, 164 S. Mt. Vernan Ave., Uniontown, PA 15401. 
Viewing is on Sat., Nov. 23 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. & on Sunday, Nov. 24 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  A Funeral Service will be on 
Nov. 25 at 11:00 a.m. Interment will take place at Park Place Cemetery, 

Uniontown.  Condolences are extended to the Lucy and Seman Families, especially to our 
parishes secretary, Velma.  Cards of condolence may be sent to Holy Ghost Church, 225 
Olivia St., Mckees Rocks, PA 15136.  In blessed repose, grant O Lord, to your servant, Helen, 
and remember her forever! Vicnaja Jej Pamjatô! 
 

CHURCH DECORATING NEXT WEEK — We will begin decorating the Church for Christmas 
on Sunday, December 1, 2019 following the Divine Liturgy.  This time seems the 
most appropriate since all will be here already. Please make an effort to give a helping 
hand.  Weôre going to need muscle power for the heavy work of setting up the trees. 
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Sanctify the Lordôs Day by good works not Selfish Acts ð Luke 13:10-17 

 

          There are a number of important points to keep in mind about the sanctification 
of the Lordôs Day.  Godôs commandment prescribes the sanctification of the whole 

day. We need to keep this in mind in our times when so 
many people feel that all we have to do is go to church 
for one hour on Sunday and rest of the day belongs to 
us.  WRONG! é The whole day is the Lordôs Day.  It 
belongs to Him!  How do we keep it holy?  It is a day of 
rest when people should put away their tools of labor.  
But it doesnôt mean that people should be lazy or 
slothful because that too is a sin.  Besides going to 
church it can be a time for visiting, or going to see the 

sick. To heal their bent spirits by lifting them up by our visitation.  It should be a day 
for doing good.  ñRemember that thou shall keep holy the Lordôs Day.ò There are 
many things involved in this commandment.  But there is a starting place, and the 
woman of the Gospel lesson today provides it. She was ill, she was crippled, but she 
was worshipping in church on the Lordôs Day. We, too, can make such a start each 
Sunday in keeping the Lordôs Day holy. Jesus said, ñWherever two or three are 
gathered in My Name, there am I amongst them.ò  His special presence and power is 
felt when His family meets together that they might with one heart and one tongue 
raise a common plea to Him.  When a hundred voices cry out:  ñLord, have mercy,ò a 
situation is created which opens the gates of grace to flow. 
 

 

 

Annual Thanksgiving Day 
 Thanksgiving is a federal holiday in the United States, celebrated on the fourth Thursday of 

November. It originated as a harvest 
festival. Thanksgiving has been celebrated 

nationally on and off since 1789, with a 
proclamation by George Washington after a 
request by Congress. Thomas Jefferson 
chose not to observe the holiday, and its 
celebration was intermittent until the 
presidency of Abraham Lincoln, when 
Thanksgiving became a federal holiday in 
1863, during the American Civil War. 
Lincoln proclaimed a national day of 

"Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens," to be 
celebrated on the last Thursday in November. Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 
date was changed between 1939 and 1941 amid significant controversy. From 1942 onwards, 
Thanksgiving has been proclaimed by Congress as being on the fourth Thursday in 
November. Thanksgiving is regarded as being the beginning of the fallïwinter holiday season, 
along with Christmas and the New Year, in American culture. 
 

Come O Jesus Our Savior, Redeem and Save Us! 



 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
November 23-24 é. Bethlehem Artifacts available for purchase to aid Christians in Holy Land. 
November 28 ééééé...éé Annual Thanksgiving Day ð (MR) Divine Liturgy @ 9:00 a.m. 
December 1 é.é..é.  Decorating the (MR) Church for Christmas following the Divine Liturgy. 
December 1 é.é..é.  Decorating the (NS) Church for Christmas following the Divine Liturgy. 
December 6 éé.éSolemn Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonder-Worker ð (MR) 9:00 a.m.; (NS) 6:00 p.m 
December 8 ééé..é...é... Archieparchial & Parochial St. Nicholas Cathecetical Program Celebration. 

December 15 é...éé Holy Mystery of Reconciliation (Confessions) for ECF Students following the DL. 

 éé.éHoliday Sounds: Christmas Cookie Cabaret, St. John Cathedral, Munhall @ 3:30 p.m. 
December 21 ééééééééééé..é.é.éé. Installation of two New St.. Aquilina Ministry servers. 
December 20  ééééé..éééééé(NS) Holy Mystery of Reconciliation (Confessions) @ 6:00 p.m. 
December 22  éééééééééé..é (MR) Holy Mystery of Reconciliation (Confessions) @ 3:00 p.m 
December 24 é..é (MR) 8:00 a.m. Royal Hours); (MR) 1:00 p.m.  Vespers w/DL of St. Basil the Great. 

. ****************************************************************************************** 
8:00 p.m. (MR) Great Compline followed by Christmas Carols; 9:00 p.m. Christmas Divine Liturgy. 
December 25 . 9:00 a.m. (MR) Christmas Divine Liturgy; 11:00 a.m. (NS) Christmas Divine Liturgy. 

****************************************************************************************** 
December 26  ..éé2nd Day of Christmas: Synaxis of the Theotokos ð (MR) 9:00 a.m. (NS) & 6:00 p.m.  
December 27 ééé.é.... 3rd Day of Christmas ï Feast of St. Stephen DL ï (MR) 9:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
 
      

. Saints of the Week 
The Martyrs Paramon & Philemon 

Nov. 29 
  

The Holy Martyr Paramon and the 370 Martyrs with him suffered for their faith in 
Christ in the year 250 during the rule of the 
emperor Decius (249-251). The governor of the 

Eastern regions, Aquianus, had locked up 370 
Christians in prison, urging them to abjure 
Christ and instead offer sacrifice to idols. They 
subjected the captives to beatings, hoping by 
torture and the threat of death to persuade 
them to renounce Christ and worship the pagan 
gods. One of the local inhabitants, Paramon by 
name, openly denounced the cruel governor 
and confessed his faith in the One True God, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They beheaded St 
Paramon after fierce tortures, together with the 
other 370 martyrs. The Holy Martyr Philemon 
suffered for Christ in the year 274, during the 

persecution against Christians by the emperor Aurelian (270-275). St Philemon was a 
bread merchant in Ancyra. Envious persons reported to the governor Felix that 
Philemon was a Christian, and so he came before a judge. St Philemon did not 
renounce Christ. For this they hammered nails into his hands, feet and head, and 
they forced him to walk. The holy martyr bravely endured the torments and he died 
from loss of blood, giving up his soul to God.  

 

General Announcements 
CONTINUING OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM — We continue our 
journey through the PHILIPPIAN FAST. It is called the Philippian Fast (Filipovka in 

Church Slavonic) since it begins the day after the Apostle 
Philipôs Feast, and marks our 40-day journey with Mary 
and Joseph to Our Lordôs Holy Nativity in the flesh on 
Christmas Day. May we allow Him to be reborn in our 
souls by sanctifying the temple of our Body. Through 
prayer, abstinence, almsgivings of mercy, frequent 
confession of sins, and additional attendances at the 
Divine Liturgies we can accomplish this end. Together as 
a parish, let us collectively practice simple abstinence (no 
meat) or an equivalent penance on Wednesdays 

(recommended) and Fridays (required) for the intention for the return of our beloved back 

to the fullness of the Faith. 
 

BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN FAMILIES TO DISPLAY ARTIFACTS TODAY — This 
weekend, Roni Salsa representing the Bethlehem Christian 
Families; a nonprofit organization through Land of Peace will 
be with us speaking about the Christian situation in the Holy 
Land and selling Crucifixes, religious art work, and rosaries - 
all made of olive wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. 
Since tourism has greatly depleted, Christian families in the 
holy land, who depend on tourists, have been greatly affected. 
The goal of this mission is to help many organizations and 
Churches in the Middle East and to help establishing a Charitable Hospital in Bethlehem 
to help needy families in the Holy Land and the Middle East. Sale of these goods will help 
them very much and also give you the opportunity to have ñsomethingò authentic from the 
holy land. Please browse and buy some articles. It is for a good cause and also a help to 
your personal devotion. For more information please see Website: www.landofpeace.org 
and www.bcfmission.com. 
 

GCU LODGE ELECTS OFFICERS — At last Sundayôs Lodge Meeting the following 
were, once again, elected officers: President: Tina Burns; Vice-President: Roxanne 
Savka; Secretary-Treasurer: Steve Puluka; Auditors: Bunny Zavidny & Mitch Galiyas.  
Remember, we are now known as GCU NORTHWEST PITTSBURGH LODGE. 
 

ARCHIEPARCHIAL CHOIR “CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL CENTER” — The AC 
invites you to share the spirit and joy of the Nativity season as they 
present ñHoliday Sounds: Christmas Cookie Cabaret.ò  This annual 
choral event takes place Sunday, December 15, 2019 @ 3:30 p.m. at 
the Cathedral Center, 210 Greentree Road, Munhall. Following the 
sing-along finale, a hospitality reception with a Cookie Cabaret Sale 

will be held in the Cathedral Center.  Admission is FREE (Donations accepted). 
 

Christmas Schedule Under Calendar of Events 

http://www.bcfmission.com/
http://www.bcfmission.com/

